
grammes and ofthe genius and skill ofWilliam
Fulbright who could be the envy of any politi-
cian. Fulbright was only a year in the Senate
when he managed to get his scheme approved
without a dissenting voice.
In reply, the Ambassador ofthe United States,
Mr. Thomas C. Foley,said that this art exhibition
brought together two of his favorite topics:edu-
cational exchanges and art. “Both educational
exchange and art penetrate borders,break down
barriers, and improve communication and
understanding between countries. The exhibit
highlights the special qualities that one finds in
members of the Fulbright community--they are
curious, risk takers, and high achievers.
Fulbright is really a global school integration
program, a tried and
true formula for
improving understand-
ing between people.
The achievements of
the Fulbright partici-
pants in the last 50
years have proven this
to be true."
He introduced Ms
Colleen Graffy, U.S.
Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State for
Europe and Eurasian
Affairs whosevisits to
some ofthe top policy
thinkers and to a num-
ber of young people’s
organisations underscored the broad range of
engagement between the US Embassy in Dublin
and the people ofIreland.
The Exhibition continues until April 15th.
Farmleigh Gallery is open Thursdays through
Sundays and on Bank Holidays but may be
closed on occasion for official government use.
To confirm, please phone 01-8155900 or visit
the website:www.farmleighgallery.ie
Some of the participating Fulbright Awardees
will give talks at 3 o’clock on Saturdays and
Sundays during the course of the Exhibition.
The schedule will be found on page 2.
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Artists Initiate Irish Fulbright Jubilee Celebrations 

Mahler’s 3rd 
Twelve alumni and fourteen visiting U.S.
scholars attended a performance ofMahler’s
Third Symphony at the National Concert Hall
on Friday 3rd November. This rarely per-
formed work, requiring an augmented orches-
tra together with a soloist and two choirs,
proved very inspiring and surprisingly accessi-
ble; any unfamiliarity with this tuneful work
having been dispelled by a pre-concert talk
given by Ian Fox with his customary erudition.

After the concert Fulbrighters adjourned to
the Alfie Byrne Bar at the Conrad Hotel
across the road where we partook of more
familiar fare. The thanks ofthe Association
and ofall who attended must go to committee
member, Cliona Golden,who organised the
event with gracious and understated efficiency.

From Left: Colleen Dube, the new Executive Director of
the Fulbright Commission with Anne Devereux and visit-
ing US Scholar, Prof. Nicholas Devereux,at the reception
in the Conrad Hotel following the performance of
Mahler’s 3rd Symphony at the National Concert Hall.

Jubilee Year Events
The Jubilee year, celebrating 50 years of the Fulbright Programme in Ireland will be
marked by several  important events. Please mark  your diary accordingly.
INTER-CHANGESExhibition, Farmleigh,7 Mar-15Apr (Closed Mon.-Wed.)
Annual General Meeting, May 17th,Provost’s House, Trinity College Dublin.
Twelfth Annual Scholars’ Dinner, Dublin Castle, 8 June 2007
Fulbright Jubilee Concert, Dublin Castle, 4 October 2007
Jubilee Conference, National Gallery,15 November 2007.

Mrs Harriet Fulbright will be the keynote speaker at the conference.
Thanksgiving Dinner Dublin Institute ofTechnology, Thursday 22 November.
Launch of Jubilee Directory, Date and Venue to follow.

Above:Prof. Clive Lee and Prof. Tom Bolger,
Hon..Secretary of the IFAA, admire one of
Gráinne Cuffe’s delicate large scale etchings. Below:
Thérèse Fahy, Vice-President ofthe IFAA and
Katherine Keogh,Member ofthe Fulbright
Commission,turn their backs on Clare Langan’s
Flooded Buildingsfor a moment to make our photo-

Below: Ambassador Tom Foley speaking with,listen-
ing, Seán Benton,Chairman,Office of Public
Works and Mary Heffernan,Manager, Farmleigh

Artists are leaders and,very appropriately, the
first event in the celebrations to mark the 50th
Anniversary of the Fulbright Programme in
Ireland is INTER-CHANGES, an art exhibition
displaying work from 20 Irish artists who have
undertaken Fulbright studies in the USA.It is
currently running in the Farmleigh Gallery, a
delightful exhibition space recently metamor-
phosed from the outbuildings ofFarmleigh in
the Phoenix Park.

The Exhibition was
opened by the Minister of
State at the Department of
Foreign Affairs,Mr Conor
Lenihan, T.D., who
stressed how greatly we
Irish value and treasure
our relationship with the
United States. He spoke
with great enthusiasm
about the value ofeduca-
tional exchange pro-Conor Lenihan T.D.

Above: Colleen Graffy



Vice-President at
Marrakech.

The Irish Fulbright Alumni Association was
represented by Thérèse Fahy, Vice-President,
at a Conference of Fulbright Alumni at
Marrakech in Morocco from 4th to 6th
November 2006. Thérèse reports that it was a
very exciting and stimulating experience to
meet with Fulbright Alumni from all over the
world and encounter a great unity of purpose
among them; the desire to give back some-
thing, to promote the Fulbright spirit, and to
enhance understanding and peace between
countries. 

This unity of purpose finds a variety of dif-
ferent expressions depending on the scale
and resources of the different Alumni
Associations and their various environments.
In the UK a member is assigned as a mentor
to each incoming US Scholar and they meet
at the annual Welcome Reception or maybe
earlier. Similarly, alumni are matched to the
grantees who benefit from their advice and
guidance before departure. Events are always
held in interesting or prestige venues and this
helps to attract high calibre speakers. 

In Panama the alumni believe that education
is the key to national development and they
fund-raise to create scholarships for low
income children to attend elementary school.
In Hungary they have developed a Junior
Club for the children of incoming and outgo-
ing scholars, as well as of alumni. Belgium
and Luxembourg have a joint Alumni
Association which is active in nine area
chapters. The Director of the Commission is
President of the Fulbright Alumni
Association. The two bodies work very
closely while conscious of the importance of
remaining independent of one another.

In Germany, the majority of Fulbrighters
come to study industry and the German
alumni use their connections to find work
placement opportunities for them. 

Many of those present favoured better com-
munications and greater public awareness of
the Fulbright Programme and Rick Ruth
from United States Cultural Af fairs called
attention to the alumni website,
alumni.state.govwhere there are great oppor-
tunities for researching conferences, discus-
sion forums and jobs. (See “Staying in
Touch” in Page 4)

Thérèsepresented the Executive Committee
with a detailed report of the Marrakech con-
ference and we may expect that its inspira-
tion will be reflected in new directions and
activities during the coming year.
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This was a wonderfully exciting meeting filled
with ideas and intelligent discussion and ranging
over a number of important topics. It even
included a short concert featuring music written
for Franklin’s ‘Glass Harmonica’.As a tribute to
Franklin it could not be faulted.It was a most
exhilarating meeting.

Irish Fulbrighter Guest at
American Philosophical Society

AGM
Professor John Hurley attended the 2006 AGM
of the American Philosophical society in
Philadelphia as guest ofthe President,Dr Baruch
Blumberg.
The AGM celebrated the 300th anniversary of
the birth of the American polymath Benjamin
Franklin.The three day meeting reflected his life,
and celebrated Franklin’s many achievements. It
was attended by about four hundred people,
mostly members, and included about one hun-
dred Nobel Laureates, and a large number ofUS
Academy of Science members and award win-
ners.

Remaining true to Franklin’s idea of“promoting
useful knowledge”, papers and symposia were
diverse in content and addressed both the theo-
retical and practical in the sciences, arts and
humanities. The content ofthe exhilarating three
days included such presentations as:

JOHN MEURIG THOMAS, Hon.. Professor,
Cambridge University:“Faraday and Franklin”

AHMED H. ZEWAIL, Nobel Prize in Chem-
istry (1999).Linus Pauling Chair, Professor of
Chemistry and Physics, California Institute of
Technology: “Franklin’s Vision”

ÉDOUARD BRÉZIN, Président,Académie des
Sciences (Institut de France):“Trends in French Science”

MICHAEL ATIYAH, President,The Royal
Society ofEdinburgh: “Benjamin Franklin and the
Edinburgh Enlightenment”

JOHN L. HEILBRON, Professor of History,
Emeritus, University of California at Berkeley:
“Plus and Minus: Franklin’s Zero-Sum Way of
Thinking”

SYMPOSIUM American Empire? The Role ofthe
United States in the World Today 

JACK F. MATLOCK, J R . , MODERATOR
Former Ambassador to the Soviet Union 

WILLIAM E. ODOM Lieutenant General
(Retired) United States Army,Adjunct Professor
of Political Science, Yale University:“The Nature
of American Hegemony: How to Use it, How to Lose it”

JESSICA TUCHMAN MATHEWS, President,
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace:
“How to Achieve Non-Proliferation Without Force:
Solving the Problem ofRogue States”

WILLEM FREDERIK VAN EEKELEN
Former Minister ofDefense, The Netherlands
and 
KARL KAISER Ralph Straus Visiting
Professor, Weatherhead Center for International
Affairs,Harvard University, Former Director,
German Council on Foreign Relations, Bonn-
Berlin 
“America in the World Today: Two European Views”

The APS President Dr Blumberg made reference
to the Irish connection in his opening address by
referring to Franklin’s visit to the Dublin
Philosophical Society (Later the Royal Dublin
Society),and the Royal Society in London,in the
mid 18th century. Franklin said later that, in
founding the American Philosophical Society, he
was strongly influenced by the nature of the aims
and structures of these two societies.

Fulbrighter Probes
the Irish Psyche

‘Timeless Wisdom:What Irish Proverbs Tell Us
about Ourselves’,is a unique exploration of the
psychology of the  Irish,based on proverbs or
seanfhocail.It was published recently by UCD
Press.

Written by Aidan Moran, Professor of
Psychology and Director of the Psychology Res-
earch Laboratory in the School of Psychology at
UCD, and Dr Michael O’Connell,Senior Lec-
turer in Social Psychology at UCD, this scholarly
work took over two years to research.

Aidan received his Fulbright Award in 1994 and
studied at the University of Florida and the State
University of New York in Buffalo. He was a
member ofthe Executive Committee ofthe Irish
Fulbright Alumni Association for several years
and served as Membership Secretary .

“One way we can use Irish proverbs to try and
understand our collective psyche better is to
compare them with those from other countries”,
says Aidan,“and there certainly seems to be more
about death and fatalism in our stock of proverbs
in contrast to the self-help messages in the US,
which tend to be very positive.”

He says this might be explained by our past as
feudal peasants. “You worked the lands and paid
rent to your landlord, so what was the point of
working harder, when that would just mean you
paid the landlord even more rent? This anti-self
improvement mentality can be found in phrases
like ‘It’s not what you know, it’s who you know’ -
a kind ofresignation that, no matter what you do,
your destiny is pre-determined.”

Prof Moran and Dr O’Connell admit that they
were surprised at the persistently negative atti-
tude to women in Irish proverbs. “I looked at
proverbs from Italy, Poland,Russia,England and
the misogyny definitely seemed to be stronger in
Ireland than elsewhere”, says Dr O’Connell.
“One possible
explanation for this
is the powerless-
ness of males in
Gaelic society until
relatively recently.
They rented,rather
than owned land,
and they had little
say in the way soci-
ety was run. There
might have been a
bit of ‘frustration
displacement’ in
which the anger
they felt at their lot
in life was taken out
on women.”

As regards their relevance today, Dr O’Connell
feels that people have less faith now in proverbs,
probably because they have less need for them.
“Proverbs were used as a primary source of
information, but this is not the case any more,
mainly because there are so many other sources
available to us”.

This book is an essential tool for students of
Irish society, folklore or proverbs.

‘Timeless Wisdom: What Irish Proverbs Tell
Us About Ourselves’ is published by UCD
Press. Paperback, 208 pp. illustrated,€20.

W h a t I r i s h P r o v e r b s Te l l 

U s A b o u t O u r s e l v e s

A i d a n M o r a n

M i c h a e l O ’ C o n n e l l

T I M E L E S S
W I S D O M

Professor John Hurley with Dr Baruch Blumberg,
President ofthe American Philosophical Society.

Thanksgiving Dinner 2006 at Newman House

INTER-CHANGES
Talks by Fulbright Artists

The talks will take place in the
Kitchen Conference Room at Farmleigh

at 3pm on Saturdays and Sundays.

Sat. 10th March Bernadette Cotter
Sun. 11th March Alan Phelan

Sun. 18th March John Keating

Sat. 31st March Denis Farrell
Sun. 1st April Shane de Blacam

Architect, Fulbright 1969

Sat. 7th April Karl Grimes
Sun. 8th April Orla Ryan

Sat. 14th April Katherine West
Sun. 15th April Bobby Campbell

US Artist, currently on 
Fulbright in Ireland.

Above: Prof. William Reville,
President ofthe IFAA speak-
ing after the dinner with Fr
Tom Stack in attentive mode.

Above Left: Prof. Gerry Doyle welcoming the guests on behalfof the President ofUCD, Dr Hugh Brady.
Above Right Alumni and visiting scholars in the Apollo Room at Newmwn House, in the company of the
muses, expressing their thanks and admiration after the the tour and commentary.
Below: Mr Konrad Dechant,who conducted the tour, extolling the proportions and decoration of the bicubic
salon to a fascinated audience ofalumni and visiting scholars.

Newman House, was the very exciting venue
for the 2006 Irish Fulbright Alumni Association
Thanksgiving Dinner., by kind invitation of
University College Dublin. UCD traces its ori-
gins to 1854 when the Catholic University was
set up here by the Irish Bishops. Newman
House, as it is now known, was originally two
residences. The more modest,No 85 dates from
about 1740 and was designed by Richard
Cassels. The grander, No 86 was built about 25
years later by a jealous Richard ‘Burnchapell’
Whaley with the stated intention ofmaking No
85 look ‘like a pigsty’in comparison.His son
Thomas, the (in)famous ‘Buck’ Whaley. lived
there for some years. The houses were bought
by Archbishop Paul (later Cardinal) Cullen
about 1853 for the use ofthe University.
John Henry (also, later Cardinal) Newman was
appointed as the first Rector on the initiative of
Pope Pius IX and he added the ornate
Byzantine “University Church” in the adjoining
carriageway.
Alumni attending the Thanksgiving Dinner
were given a tour ofthe house which has been

extensively and
very sensitively
restored during
the past fifteen
years. Of particu-
lar note is the
stucco work on
the staircases, in
the salon which
has the shape of
two perfect cubes
and in the Apollo
Room with its
reliefs ofthe nine
muses by the
famous  brothers
Lanfrancini.
When lit by candles, the wavering light gives the
impression ofmovement to the drapery. This
effect is lost in our photograph but can be expe-
rienced between June and September from
Tuesdays to Fridays when the house is open to
visitors with tours at 12, 2, 3 and 4 pm.
Telephone 7167422 to confirm.

Dear Alumnus .. .
You are one of about 700 privileged Irish
people who received grants to study in the
United States as a consequence ofSenator
Fulbright’s initiative. The opportunity proba-
bly shaped your career and even your life. If
the stories that have emerged in the prepara-
tion of the Jubilee Directory are anything to
judge by, your experience has brought bene-
fits to the lives of many around you and to
the organisations that have employed you.
The 50th Anniversary is a good time to think
of putting something back.You can strength-
en the Fulbright programme in Ireland by
your membership of the IFAA and your sup-
port for its activities. Even better, you could
give some talented young Irish person an
opportunity such as you enjoyed,by prompt-
ing your organisation to sponsor a Fulbright
Award,or you might do it yourself, from your
own resources. Good idea? Don’t take a ‘rain
check' on it.Just do it now.
Contact Paul Donnelly, Hon. Membership
Sec., about support for the IFAA, or Colleen
Dube, Exec. Director of the Commission
about sponsoring a Fulbright Award.
You still can make a difference!

Editor

Reminder
Please remember to return

the page proof of your entry in the
JUBILEE DIRECTORY

promptly
with or without corrections!

(Please see Page 4,foot of centre column)



NEWSLETTER OF THE IRISH FULBRIGHT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  :: SPRING 2007

Fulbright Sponsors
The continued success ofthe Fulbright
Programme in Ireland is dependent on the under-
standing ofits significance shown by Companies,
State Agencies and Academic Institutions. We
gratefully acknowledge:
Current Irish Sponsors of Awards

CRH
Culture Ireland
Dept of Community, Rural,& Gaeltacht Affairs
Department of Foreign Affairs
Diageo Ireland
Enterprise Ireland
Environmental Protection Agency
Farmleigh Gallery
Glen Dimplex Group
Office of Public Works
United States Embassy
Teagasc

Current USA Sponsors of Awards
Stanford University
New York University
Boston College
University of Notre Dame
University of St Thomas, Houston in Texas

Academic Institutions Sponsoring IFAA

Athlone Institute ofTechnology
Cork Institute ofTechnology
Dublin City University
Dublin Institute ofTechnology
Griffith College,Dublin
IDA
National College Art and Design
National College of Ireland
NUI Galway
NUI Maynooth
Queens University Belfast
Royal College of Surgeons
Trinity College Dublin
University College Cork
University College Dublin
University of Limerick
University of Ulster
Waterford Institute ofTechnology
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IFAA Executive Committee 
2006-07

PRESIDENT:

Prof. William Reville,

Dept. of Biochemistry,

University College,Cork.

Tel:(021) 4904127,Fax (021) 4904452

e-mail:w.reville@ucc.ie 

VICE-PRESIDENT:

Ms. Thérèse Fahy,

Royal Irish Academy of Music,

Westland Row,Dublin 2.

Tel:01-6764412,Fax:01-6622798

e-mail:therese.fahy@eircom.net

HON..SECRETARY:

Prof. Thomas Bolger,

University College Dublin,

Belfield,Dublin 4.

e-mail:tom.bolger@ucd.ie

HON..TREASURER:

Dr. Ciarán Ó hÓgartaigh,

Dublin City University, Dublin 9l

Tel:017005637,Fax:01-7005446

e-mail:ciaran.ohogartaigh@dcu.ie 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Mr Paul Donnelly,

Dublin Institute ofTechnology.

e-mail:paul.donnelly@dit.ie

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

Mr. John O’Loughlin Kennedy;

Birch Hill, 28 Proby Square,Blackrock, Co. Dublin.

Tel 01 2881966,Fax 01 2887518

e-mail:john@oloughlinkennedy.com

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Dr Cliona Golden,

School of Mathematical Sciences,

University College,Dublin.

e-mail:cliona.golden@ucd.ie

Dr Aidan D Kennedy,

145 Castle Avenue, Clontarf, Dublin 3.

e-mail:aidankennedy@sifco.ie

Dr. Anne Leahy,

Dublin Institute ofTechnology.

e-mail:anne.leahy@dit.ie

Dr. Maeve Martin,

Education Department,NUIM, Maynooth,Co. Kildare.

e-mail:maeve.martin@nuim.ie

Mr. Francis McGoldrick.

Prof. Séamus Ó Cinnéide,

National University of Ireland,Maynooth.

e-mail:cinneide@may.ie

IMMEDIA TE PAST PRESIDENT:

Prof. John Hurley,

Dublin City University Business School.

e-mail:john.hurley@dcu.ie 

Fulbright Commission Members
January 2007

Honorary Members
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
United States Ambassador to Ireland 
Irish Members
Ms Una Halligan,Chairperson - Fulbright Board,
Government and Public Affairs Director, Hewlett
Packard Ireland 
Mr Tom Boland,
Chief Executive,Higher Education Authority 
Professor Tom Collins,
Department of Education, NUI Maynooth 
Ms Katie Keogh,
Programme Co-ordinator, West Tallaght Childhood
Development Initiative 
US Members
Mr Jonathan S Benton,
Deputy Chiefof Mission,US Embassy 
Ms Kathleen O'Toole,
Chief Inspector, Garda Síochána Inspectorate 
Ms Sheila Paskman,
Counsellor for Public Diplomacy,US Embassy 
Mr William Prasifka,
Chairperson,The Competition Authority 
Ex-Officio Member
Ms Colleen Dube, Executive Director 

The President ofthe IFAA, Prof. William Reville
hosted a lunch in honour ofCarmel Coyle on the
occasion ofher retirement as Executive Director
of the Fulbright Commission.He thanked her for
all her good work with the Commission and for
her close collaboration with the IFAA.
Above: Carmel receiving a bouquet from Executive
Committee Member, Dr Anne Leahy.

Staying in Touch 
--worldwide

A global community numbering more than
25,000 is growing around the dedicated web-
site for participants of all US Government
Exchange Programmes and their hosts:

alumni.state.gov
You can keep in touch with  with Programme
Co-Participants and U.S. Hosts, share ideas
with alumni representing 150 countries and all
the U.S. Government exchange programmes,
find the latest research in your profession plus
career enhancing information and participate
in live web-chat dialogues with world leaders
and experts.

This everchanging website features inter alia:
A Calendar ofupcoming professional
events in every region of the globe
A Free Research Database ofAcademic
Journals
Job listings and career development
information
Grant opportunity listings
Live online discussions
Alumni news items and Photo gallery

On your first visit to the State Alumni website
you are asked to register and create a pass-
word. This gives you access to all the features.
The site operates over a secure connection to
prevent cyber theft.

Staying in Touch 
--nearer home

NEW WEBSITE: The IFAA will soon have
its very own website. It is currently at the
design stage and is expected to by up and run-
ning by May/June. In addition to the public
area,it will have areas for the exclusive use of
registered alumni.
JUBILEE DIRECT ORY: This lists about
700 Fulbrighters and will go to press shortly. A
page proof showing your entry is enclosed
with this newsletter. Please check the details
carefully and return it immediately marking
any required corrections very clearly. No fur-
ther proofs will be issued before printing.


